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FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
FEMA-DR-1398-M S-NR21
January 10, 2002

MISSISSIPPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY  --
FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contacts: Amy Bissell, MEMA, 601-960-9039
(After-hours pager, 601-930-2652)

Jay Eaker, FEMA, 601-956-1844
(After-hours pager, 800-759-8888, PI N# 1071383)

DISASTER AID APPROACHES $3MILLION;
APPLICATIONS FOR ASSISTANCE REACH 1,229

JACKSON, Miss. January 10, 2002 -- Federal and state disastistasse to the 15 disaster-

stricken Mississippi counties reached $2,908,7dday. Applications totaling 1,229 have been reakive
from individuals, families and business owners 8hstained disaster losses resulting from the severe
storms, tornadoes and flooding which occurred betwdovember 24 and December 17, 2001.

The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA$ approved Individual and Family
Grant checks to 275 families totaling $909,658,lev8i790,956 in disaster housing assistance cheaks w
sent to 597 families. The U. S. Small Business Adistiiation (SBA) has approved $1,208,100 so far in

low-interest disaster recovery loans.

“With a deadline of February 5, we urge anyone whstained damage during the recent storms
and has not registered for assistance to do so diaety,” said Leon Shaifer the state coordinating

officer for disaster assistance. "If you have angsiions about whether you are eligible or noeteive
assistance, call-800-621-3362 to discuss your needs. You may be eligible foisteasce and not realize
it."

Applications taken by county are: Bolivar, 106; D&§ 136; Grenada, 5; Hinds, 5; Humphreys,
139; Lafayette, 11; Leake, 6; Madison, 106; Pant®8, Quitman, 299; Scott, 2; Sunflower, 75; Tat&,
Tunica, 29; and Washington, 154

Gracia Szczech, the Federal Emergency Managemeantck® official in charge of the recovery
effort, said, "To register for disaster assistasae simple process. All that is required is tdkenane toll-
free phone call. The number to call to registetpanquire about the status of your applicatiopatl
have already registered,is800-621-3362 (1-800-462-7585 for the hearing or speech impaired).”
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